Northwest Library English Conversation Group

January 15, 2008 Class #2

Next class is January 22nd  

The Supermarket

· Do you shop at an American supermarket? If so, which one?  Why did you choose it? (Is it close to home, cheap prices, 
· In your country, how often do you go to the supermarket?

· What are the most common things that you (or your parents or spouse) buy at the supermarket in your country? And here?

· What is your impression of American supermarkets?

· How are supermarkets in the United States different from supermarkets in your country? (Are they bigger or smaller? 
· What do you think about big stores like Meijers that have groceries, garden supplies, toys, crafts, and many different kinds of products? Do you have any stores like Meijers in your country?
· Are there any foods in the U.S. supermarket that you don’t have in your country?  What are they?
· Are there any foods you miss from your country? What is a new food that you discovered here that you like?

· Has your diet changed much since you’ve come to the United States?  If so, how?

· Is it more expensive to buy things at the supermarket or less in the US?

· Do you grow your own garden during the summer? 
Common phrases: 
Paper or plastic? – what the person at the cash register will ask you to find out if you want paper bags or plastic bags to carry your groceries.

Coupons – piece of printed paper that you cut out of the Sunday newspaper that is allows you to pay less than usual for a particular item, like food or cleaning products. For example, 50¢ off of Campbell soup. Sometimes stores will advertize “double coupon days” where a coupon is worth twice the amount it is listed for so a 50¢ is worth $1.00.

Samples – many grocery stores now have displays to let you taste some of the food they are selling, such as pieces of fruit, cookies or juices. 
Generic vs. brand name – generic items are cheaper and usually have the store’s name on them. (Giant Eagle Corn Flakes cereal). Brand name products are more expensive and sometimes are believed to be of higher quality but many times are made in the same factory as the brand name products. (Kelloggs’ Corn Flakes) Ex. Brand name is the name a manufacturer gives a product. 
Grocery store – another name for “supermarket”
Groceries – the items you buy at the supermarket
